
 

 

Being an Authentic Thomas                                
by Chuck Durham   
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T KH�ZRUOG�RI�+ROO\ZRRG�DQG�
SROLWLFV�RSHU�

DWH�E\�WKH�PRWWR��
³,PDJH�LV�HYHU\�
WKLQJ�´�:KHQ�LW�
FRPHV�WR�&KULVWL�
DQLW\��WKH�H[DFW�
RSSRVLWH�LV�VR��
³6XEVWDQFH�LV�
HYHU\WKLQJ�´��
:KHQ�WKH�QRQ-
&KULVWLDQ�ZDWFKHV�
XV��ZH�FDQ�EH�
FHUWDLQ�WKH\�KDYH�
WKHLU�QRVH�LQ�WKH�
DLU�WR�FDWFK�WKH�
OHDVW�ZKLII�RI�D�
SKRQ\��7KH\¶UH�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�DQ�H[�
FXVH�WR�WKURZ�WKH�
ZKROH�LGHD�RI�
&KULVWLDQLW\�RQ�WKH�
DVK�KHDS��$OO�WKH�
UHDVRQ�WKH\�QHHG�
LV�WR�VHH�XV�SOD\�
WKH�K\SRFULWH���
/HH�6WUREHO��D�IRU�
PHU�DWKHLVW��
ZULWHV�RI�KLV�FRP�
LQJ�WR�FKXUFK�ZLWK�
KLV�³K\SRFULV\�DQ�
WHQQD´�VFDQQLQJ�
WKH�KRUL]RQ�IRU�
DQ\�VLJQV�WKDW�
SHRSOH�ZHUH�MXVW�
SOD\LQJ�FKXUFK���³,�
IHOW�WKDW�LI�,�FRXOG�
ILQG�DQ�H[FXVH�IRU�
UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�
FKXUFK�RQ�
JURXQGV�RI�K\SRF�
ULV\��,�FRXOG�IHHO�

IUHH�WR�UHMHFW�
&KULVWLDQLW\�DV�
ZHOO�´ 

,I�ZH�DUH�QRW�
DXWKHQWLFDOO\��WUXH�
&KULVWLDQV�WKURXJK�
DQG�WKURXJK—WKH�
ZRUOG�ZLOO�KDYH�QR�
XVH�IRU�XV��7KH\�
FDQ�VPHOO�D�SKRQ\�
D�PLOH�DZD\��:H�
EHFRPH�WKH�VDOW�
ZLWKRXW�VDYRU��ILW�
IRU�QRWKLQJ�EXW�WR�

EH�WKURZQ�RXW�DQG�
WURGGHQ�XQGHU�
IRRW��6R��KRZ�GR�
ZH�EHFRPH�DX�
WKHQWLF�&KULVWLDQV" 

'RQ¶W�HYHU�OHW��
VRPHRQH�VD\�RI�
XV��³,�KDWH�LW�
ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�
VD\V�RQH�WKLQJ�
DQG�GRHV�DQRWK�
HU�´�³7KH\¶UH�MXVW�
SXWWLQJ�RQ�D�
VKRZ��,�NQRZ�
ZKDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�
DUH�LQVLGH�´�-HVXV�

UHVHUYHG�+LV�PRVW�
VFDWKLQJ�UHEXNHV�
IRU�K\SRFULV\��
PHQ�ZKR�ZHUH�
ZKLWH-ZDVKHG�
WRPEV�IXOO�RI�GHDG�
PHQ¶V�ERQHV���
0HQ�ZKR�ZHUH�
OLNH�FXSV��RXW�
ZDUGO\�FOHDQ�DV�D�
ZKLVWOH��EXW�LQ�
ZDUGO\�IXOO�RI�ILOWK�
DQG�GHJUDGDWLRQ��
�0DWW�������-���� 

$XWKHQWLFLW\�LV�
ERUQ�RI�WKH�IHDU�
RI�*RG���:H�FDQ�
QRW�KLGH�ZKR�ZH�
DUH�IURP�+LP��³$OO�
WKLQJV�DUH�QDNHG�
DQG�RSHQ�WR�WKH�
H\HV�RI�+LP�WR�
ZKRP�ZH�PXVW�
JLYH�DFFRXQW´�
�+HEUHZV���������
$QG�LI�ZH�OLYH�LQ�
WKH�KRO\�IHDU�RI�
+LV�3UHVHQFH��ZH�
ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�
³UHDO��WUXH��DX�
WKHQWLF´�&KULV�
WLDQV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�
EHIRUH�RWKHUV��
$QG�WKH\�ZLOO�VHH�
LW�DQG�NQRZ�WKH�
GLIIHUHQFH� 

³,PDJH�LV�HYH�
U\WKLQJ´�—RQO\�WR�
VKDOORZ�SROLWLFLDQV�
DQG�VKDOORZHU�
YRWHUV��<RX¶OO�QHY�
HU�IRRO�DQ�DXWKHQ�
WLF�7KRPDV�������&������ 

³7KH\�WLH�XS�
KHDY\�EXUGHQV��
KDUG�WR�EHDU��DQG�
OD\�WKHP�RQ�SHR�
SOH
V�VKRXOGHUV��
EXW�WKH\�WKHP�
VHOYHV�DUH�QRW�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�PRYH�
WKHP�ZLWK�WKHLU�

ILQJHU�´�����������
�0DWWKHZ����� 
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WLRQ�IRU�VL[�ZHHNV��:H�JLYH�
RXU�ORYH�WR�WKH�'DYLV�IDPLO\��
.DW�'HXVWHU�KDG�RXW-SDWLHQW�
VXUJHU\�WKLV�SDVW�ZHHN�DQG�LV�
KRPH�GRLQJ�EHWWHU�� 

'XH�WR�&RYLG���RXWEUHDN��
6XQGD\�$0�:RUVKLS�VHU�
YLFHV�DUH�DW���D�P��	�������
D�P��:H�/LYH-VWUHDP�WKH���
D�P��VHUYLFH�RQ�RXU�)DFHERRN�
SDJH��&KXFN�KDV�EHJXQ�D�
QHZ�YLGHR�VWXG\�IRU�WKH�
:HGQHVGD\�$GXOW�&ODVV�RQ�
WKH�³+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�
�$�'����—$�'��������7KLV�LV�
DYDLODEOH�RQ�:HVWVLGH¶V�ZHE�
VLWH��)DFHERRN�SDJH�DQG�
<RX7XEH�HDFK�:HGQHVGD\��
'XH�WR�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�PD�
WHULDO��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�4XHV�
WLRQV�VHQW�WR�\RXU�HPDLO��7KH�
:HGQHVGD\�6WXG\�RI�WKH�

3UD\HU�/LVW�� 

3DUNHU�)DPLO\��IDPLO\�LV�
VXHV���.DW�'HXVWHU�DQG�
ER\V��FRQWLQXHG�VWDELOLW\���
.HOO\H�+DUGLQ��IRU�LP�

SURYHPHQW� 

6KXW-,QV��%LOO�/XQG\���
1DGLQH�3RWHHWH��'DUO�DQG�
%HWW\�)HDJLQ��9LUJLQLD�

0F(OKDQH\ 

*HQHUDO�)DPLO\�,QIR� 

7DELWKD�+XGVSHWK¶V�QHX�
URVXUJHRQ¶V�DSSRLQWPHQW�LV�
-XO\����3OHDVH�SUD\�IHUYHQWO\�
IRU�KHU��0DUF�3DUNHU¶V�
EURWKHU��5REHUW�3DUNHU��LV�
VWLOO�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
&RYLG���YLUXV��3UD\�DUGHQWO\�
IRU�-5�+DUW��WKH�QHSKHZ�RI�
5\DQ�'DYLV��+H¶V�RQ�UDGLD�

%RRN�RI�-DPHV��-XO\-
6HSW���KDV�EHHQ�FDQFHOOHG�
GXH�WR�RXU�LQDELOLW\�WR�PHHW�
WRJHWKHU�EHFDXVH�RI�&RYLG�� 

1HZ�4XDUWHU�%LEOH�&ODVVHV��
EHJDQ�RQ��6XQ���-XQH�����
4��LV�ZKHQ�VWXGHQWV�SUR�
PRWH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�JUDGH�
WKH\�ZLOO�HQWHU�LQ�WKH�IDOO��,I�
\RX�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�SLFN�XS�
\RXU�FKLOG¶V�FODVV�ZRUNERRN��
SOHDVH�OHW�&KULV�$���&KULV�/���
RU�-DNH�NQRZ� 

.HHS�RXU�PHPEHUV�LQ�SUD\HU�
ZKR�DUH�WUDYHOOLQJ�WKLV�+ROL�
GD\�ZHHNHQG��&KXFN�	�:LO�
QD�ZLOO�EH�JRQH�WR�7H[DV�WKLV�
ZHHN�WR�PRYH�D�ILQDO�ORDG�WR�
³+RPH�LQ�$UNDQVDV´��5RVV�
)LQN�ZLOO�SUHDFK�RQ�6XQGD\��
-XO\���� 

Westside Family News… (send news to durhamchuk@aol.com) 

 

Elders 
Jim Nabors  (479) 601-4300 

Calvin Tackett  (479) 530-2245 
 

Editor  &  Evangelist 
Chuck Durham  (979) 571-4669 

Times of Services 
Sunday Bible Classes  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship  10:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

Quotables 

 

“He who will not reason is a bigot; he 
who cannot is a fool; and he who dares 

not is a slave.”  —William Drummond  
 

“It is useless to attempt to reason a 
man out of a thing he was never 

reasoned into.”  —Jonathan Swift 

 

“A reputation once broken may 
possibly be repaired, but the world will 

always keep their eyes on the spot 
where the crack was.”  —Joseph Hall 
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